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“.  . . Stand  still  in  that  which  is  pure;  after 
ye  see  yourselves;  and  then  Mercy  comes  in. 
After  thou  seest  thy  Thoughts  and  the 
Temptations,  do  not  think,  but  submit;  and 
then  Power  comes.  Stand  still  in  that  which 
shews  and  discovers;  and  there  doth  Strength 
immediately  come.  And  stand  still  in  the 
Light  and  submit  to  it,  and  the  other  will  be 
hush’d  and  gone;  and  then  Content  comes.  . . 
When  your  Thoughts  are  out,  abroad,  then 
Troubles  move  you;  But  come  to  stay  your 
Minds  upon  that  Spirit  which  was  before 
the  Letter.  . . stand  still  in  that  Power, 
which  brings  Peace.” 

—George  Fox,  Epistles,  10,  p.  5 (1652) 

Teresina  Havens,  member  of  Mt.  Toby  Meeting, 
Massachusetts,  and  well-known  in  her  ministry  to 
Friends  on  the  West  Coast,  adventured  this  Spring 
in  a Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center  weekend  to  ex- 
plore with  others  the  pastoral  letters  of  George 
Fox  as  guides  to  centering  in  Friends  worship. 
Comparing  Fox’s  writings  and  Buddhist  meditation 
practice,  Teresina  clarified  the  differences  and  sim- 
ilarities between  the  two  spiritual  paths  and  what 
each  has  to  teach  the  other.  In  this  issue  Friends 
may  read  “Fox’s  Pastoral  Letters  and  the  Challenge 
of  Buddhist  Practice”  as  well  as  Paul  Johnson’s 
“Thoughts  on  Meeting  for  Worship”  in  which  he 
speaks  of  the  transmutation  of  the  “I”  in  worship, 
seeking  to  make  it  a part  of  the  whole  only. 

Concern  for  the  encouragement  of  interpersonal 
ministry  in  Meetings  is  a message  from  Joy  Belle 
Conrad-Rice  who  has  benefited  greatly  from  such 
ministry  in  University  Meeting. 

Worship  and  ministry  are  twinned  as  William 
Blake’s  Love  and  Mercy,  and  are  (as  Blake  reminds 
us)  the  Divine  Image  in  our  hearts  and  the  faces  we 
turn  to  each  other  and  to  the  world.  The  personal 
experiences  of  worship  and  ministry  direct  our 
hearts  to  our  Inward  Guide  and  then  outward  to 
others. 

Shirley  Ruth 
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Fox’s  Pastoral  Letters  and  the  Challenge  of  Buddhist  Practice 
by  Teresina  Havens,  Mt.  Toby  Meeting 

Just  off  Woolman  trail  at  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  California,  stands  the  moss-covered  skeleton 
of  an  ancient  redwood,  some  ten  feet  high,  long  ago  hollowed  out  by  fire.  Recalling  how  young  George 
Fox  during  his  intense  spiritual  quest 

often  took  my  Bible  and  went  and  sate  in  hollow  trees 

and  lonesome  places  till  night  came  on,^ 

I laid  my  raincoat  over  the  rain-soaked  earth  inside  this  hollow  tree  and  sat  down,  almost  encircled.  Look- 
ing up  into  the  open  sky  through  the  charred  trunk,  I wondered  what  “openings”  had  come  to  George 
in  hollow  trees,  and  why  he  selected  them  as  the  site  of  his  musings.  In  India  more  than  two  thousand 
years  earlier,  young  Gotama  likewise  was  said  to  have  sat  under  a tree  during  the  last  crucial  night  before 
he  “woke  up”  and  became  the  Buddha  (“he  who  has  waked  up”). 

Perhaps  there  is  some  connection  between  sitting  under  trees  and  finding  one’s  Teacher  within  instead 
of  among  the  “Masters”  of  the  time!  Both  Gotama  and  Fox  found  the  spiritual  guides  of  their  day  want- 
ing, and  turned  to  their  own  experience  for  authority.^  But  here  an  important  difference  emerges:  Gotama, 
heir  of  India’s  subtle  psychological/spiritual  tradition,  enriched  by  his  own  fresh  experiments,  trained  his 
disciples  in  certain  methods  of  inner  discipline;  Fox,  disgusted  with  the  second-hand  quality  of  seventeenth 
century  worship,  turned  each  man  and  woman  to  the  Wisdom  or  Light  within  them.  He  refrained,  perhaps 
designedly,  from  any  hint  of  “laying  his  trip”  on  others. 

This  difference  in  attitude  toward  both  method  and  spiritual  guidance  still  separates  Buddhists  from 
most  Quakers.  The  Buddha,  like  Fox,  turned  each  Seeker  to  the  authority  of  his  or  her  own  experience, 
but  he  had  no  quarrel  with  method  or  training  in  their  place.  Buddhism  has  been  able  to  live  with  the 
dialectic  of  technique  vs.  spontaneity,  whereas  Quakerism  has  tended  to  be  suspicious  of  all  programming. 
Trained  choirs  or  organists,  “hireling  ministers,”  spiritual  directors,  prearranged  ritual,  have  all  been  sus- 
pect as  blocking  the  free  leadings  of  the  Spirit,  and  undercutting  its  radical  levelling.  This  testimony 
lies  very  deep,  and  causes  resistance  even  today  to  efforts  to  provide  guidance  in  “ways  to  use  the  Silence.” 
Hence  even  the  suggestion  of  using,  say,  Buddhist  breathing  exercises  to  “center  down”  in  Meeting  for 
Worship  may  seem,  from  the  start,  unquakerly. 

There  were,  however,  in  earlier  Quaker  culture  aids  which  shaped  the  growing  inner  life  of  children 
and  young  people,  such  as  reading  aloud  in  families  from  the  Bible  and  Quaker  journals.  In  the  absence 
of  this  kind  of  “formation”  for  most  Friends  today,  I have  felt  challenged  by  the  rigorous  daily  medita- 
tive practice  of  our  Providence  Zen  Center  friends,  and  its  systematic  reinforcement  by  regular  individual 
interviews  with  one  of  the  Master  Dharm.a-teachers.^  What  is  the  Quaker  equivalent?  I find  it  in  the 
pastoral  letters  of  George  Fox,  written  sometimes  to  individuals  and  sometimes  to  Meetings."^  Fox’s  ad- 
vice contains  striking  parallels  to  Buddhist  cultivation  of  certain  states  of  mind.  The  Buddha  was  system- 
atic; Fox  was  not,  except  in  matters  of  church  government  and  discipline.  The  Buddha  minutely  analyzes, 
categorizes,  lists  series  of  states  of  mind.^  Fox’s  guidance  takes  the  form  rather  of  vivid  images  such  as 
“famish  the  busie  Mind.”  This  is  a precise  equivalent  to  Zen’s  “tether  the  monkey  mind  to  the  breath.” 

But  the  Buddhist  directive,  characteristically,  provides  an  explicit  method,  whereas  Fox  does  not.  Here 
we  see  the  complementarity  of  Buddhist  and  Quaker  ways  into  the  Center. 

It  is  possible  to  deduce  from  Fox’s  scattered  suggestions  a series  of  guidelines  which  I have  arranged 
as  steps  in  the  Journey  into  the  Center  and  Out  again.  I shall  outline  the  steps,  then  give  illustrative 
quotations. 


(Continued  on  page  144) 
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(Fox's  Pastoral  Letters:  Cont.  from  page  143} 

A.  On  the  Way  IN  to  the  Center 

1.  Discouragement 

Tho’  you  see  little,  and  know  little,  and  have  little,  and  see  your  Emptiness,  and  see  your  Naked- 
ness, and  Barrenness,  and  Unfruitfulness,  and  see  the  Hardness  of  your  Hearts,  and  your  own  Un- 
worthiness; 

2.  Recognize  that  it  is  the  Light  which  shows  up  your  inner  darkness: 

it  is  the  Light  that  discovers  all  this,  and  the  Love  of  God  to  you,  and  it  is  that  which  is  immedi- 
ate, but  the  dark  Understanding  cannot  comprehend  it.  So,  wait  upon  God  in  that  which  is  pure, 
in  your  Measure,  and  stand  still  in  it  every  one  to  see  your  Saviour,  to  make  you  free  from  that 
which  the  Light  doth  discover  to  you. 

Ep.  16,  1652  (p.  9) 

3.  Keep  your  mind  uncumbred 
By  addictions 

Whatever  ye  are  addicted  to,  the  Tempter  will  come  in  that  thing:  and  when  he  can  trouble  you, 
then  he  gets  Advantage  over  you,  and  then  ye  are  gone.  Stand  still  in  that  which  is  pure;  after  ye 
see  yourselves;  and  then  Mercy  comes  in.  After  thou  seest  thy  Thoughts  and  the  Temptations,  do 
not  think,  but  submit;  and  then  Power  comes.  Stand  still  in  that  which  shews  and  discovers;  and 
there  doth  Strength  immediately  come.  And  stand  still  in  the  Light  and  submit  to  it,  and  the  other 
will  be  hush’d  and  gone;  and  then  Content  comes.  And  when  Temptations  and  Troubles  appear, 
sink  down  in  that  which  is  pure,  and  all  will  be  hush’d  and  fly  away.  . . And  Earthly  Reason  will 
tell  you,  what  ye  shall  lose;  hearken  not  to  that.  . . and  then  Help  comes,  contrary  to  your  Expec- 
tation. . . When  your  Thoughts  are  out,  abroad,  then  Troubles  move  you;  But  come  to  stay  your 
Minds  upon  that  Spirit  which  was  before  the  Letter.  . . If  ye  do  anything  in  your  own  Wills,  then 
ye  tempt  God;  but  stand  still  in  that  Power,  which  brings  Peace. 

Ep.  10,  1652  (p.  5) 

By  business  worries 

. . .There  is  the  Danger  and  Temptation  to  you,  of  drawing  your  Minds  into  your  Business,  and 
clogging  them  with  it;  so  that  ye  can  hardly  do  anything  to  the  Service  of  God,  but  there  will  be 
crying.  My  Business,  my  Business;  and  your  Minds  will  go  into  the  things,  and  not  over  the  things.  . . 
And  so,  when  your  Minds  are  got  into  the  Riches,  and  cumbred  therewith,  ye  go  back  into  that  ye 
were  in  before:  And  then,  if  the  Lord  God  cross  you,  and  stop  you  by  Sea  and  Land,  and  take 
your  Goods  and  Customers  from  you,  that  your  Minds  should  not  be  cumbred;  then  that  Mind, 
that  is  cumbred,  it  will  fret,  being  out  of  the  Power  of  God. 

Ep.  131,  1656  (p.  91) 

4.  Sit  still! 

Eox’s  frequent  call  to  sit  or  stand  still  may  be  reinforced  by  Buddhist  training  in  how  to  sit  with 
a straight  back  as  an  aid  to  centering. 

5.  “Famish  the  busie  Mind” 

Here,  especially,  Buddhist  experience  in  how  to  still  the  surface  mind  may  be  helpful  to  Eriends. 
During  the  Ben  Lomond  weekend  some  of  us  were  privileged  to  receive  a first  lesson  in  using  the 
breath  for  meditation  leading  to  insight.  We  joined  a meditation  at  a neighboring  Burmese-style 
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monastery,  instructed  by  Rina  Sircar,  a nun  and  Buddhist  scholar.  Gently  she  told  us  simply  to 
let  the  breath  go  in  and  out,  in  and  out.  Let  everything  else  drop  away. 

“Mind  plans;  mind  worries.  Let  it  be.  Back  to  the  breath.” 

From  time  to  time,  out  of  the  silence  but  not  interrupting  its  spirit,  her  voice  reminded  us  to  let  go 
future  and  past  and  simply  focus  on  the  breath.  No  Buddhist  symbolism  (except  on  the  altar);  no 
doctrines  nor  battle  against  them;  only  the  quiet  breathing  and  the  compassionate  face  of  the 
teacher.  • 

6.  Listen  to  the  “spiritual  discerning”  after  the  “busie  Mind”  is  stilled. 

As  the  light  appeared,  all  appeared  that  is  out  of  the  Light.  . . Then  the  spiritual  discerning 
came  into  me,  by  which  I did  discern  my  own  thoughts,  groans,  and  sighs;  and  what  it  was  that 
did  veil  me,  and  what  it  was  that  did  open  me.® 

This  corresponds  to  the  Insight  which  appears  in  the  process  of  Buddhist  meditation  after  the 
surface  mind  is  quieted. 

B.  On  the  Way  OUT 

On  the  way  in  to  the  Center,  the  Quaker  pilgrim  may  avail  herself  of  complementary  Buddhist 
techniques,  as  suggested  above.  On  the  way  OUT,  Quakerism  may  have  more  to  offer,  though  increas- 
ing numbers  of  modern  Buddhists  are  following  the  Bodhisattva-path  of  peace-action,  village-develop- 
ment, and  concerns  for  sex-equality.^  Fox  offers  three  mandates  which  allow  little  option  to  remain 
in  quiet  at  the  Center: 

1.  Answer  the  Truth,  Equity,  Light  in  the  other  person. 

Most  Friends  are  familiar  with  Fox’s  famous  challenge  to  “walk  cheerfully  over  the  earth, 
answering  that  of  God  in  everyone.”  Not  so  well  known  is  his  application  of  this  concept  to  eco- 
nomic encounters: 

And  this  is  to  all  you  that  have  bought  any  Irish  land.  . . that  you  may  answer  that  which  is 
Equal,  and  Just,  and  True  in  your  selves,  and  in  every  Man  and  Woman.  . . Answer  Equity, 
answer  Truth  in  the  oppressed. 

Ep.  172,  1669  (p.  220- 

221) 

Answer  the  Light  and  Truth  in  every  Man  and  Woman 

Ep.  166,  1658  (p.  112) 

At  Ben  Lomond  we  tried  this  out  in  two  role-plays  involving  answering  the  sense  of  justice  in  an 
IRS  official  and  in  the  Board  of  a Quaker  institution  challenged  to  stop  expecting  extra  menial 
work  from  scholarship  students. 

2.  “Provoke  one  another.” 

Stir  up  the  pure  Mind  one  in  another, 

Ep.  404,  1685  (p.  296) 

Provoke  one  another  to  love  and  to  good  works. 

Ep.  117,  1659  (p.  117) 

I was  glad  to  hear  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Friends’  experiment  a few  years  ago  with  a system 
of  “spiritual  friends”  or  mutual  guides  on  the  inward  journey— an  eminently  Quaker  counterpart  to 
the  Zen  Master  prodding  his  pupils  toward  “Clear  Mind.” 

3.  Walk! 


(Continued  on  page  146) 
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(Fox*s  Pastoral  Letters:  Cont.  from  page  145) 

Though  usually  interpreted  metaphorically,  Fox’s  frequent  summons  to  walk  in  a certain  way 
may  be  tried  out  literally  as  a style  of  moving  forward  which  expresses  conviction  and  even  exhila- 
ration. Some  of  us  have  experienced  this  primarily  in  peace  demonstrations,  but  we  may  learn 
from  Buddhist  monks,  yoga  teachers  and  movement  therapists  how  the  stance  of  the  body  can  set 
a tone  for  the  spirit  in  everyday  motions. 

Walk  in  the  New  and  Living  Way,  over  all  the  dead  Ways.  p.  267 
Walk  in  the  Wisdom  of  God,  which  is  given  into  the  pure  Heart.  p.  43 
Walk  in  the  Power  of  the  Lord.  p.  60 
Walk  in  the  Love  of  the  Truth.  p.  16 

All  you  who  know  this  Glorious  Gospel  of  Peace,  live  and  walk  in  it.  p.  274 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  invite  each  reader  to  get  up  and  walk  around  the  room  or  out  of 
doors,  singing  the  Sidney  Carter  George  Fox  Ballad: 

Walk  in  the  Light,  wherever  you  may  be.  . . 

With  my  old  leather  breeches  and  my  shaggy,  shaggy  locks, 

I am  walking  in  the  glory  of  the  Light!  said  Fox. 

References: 
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Some  Thoughts  on  Meeting  for  Worship 

by  Paul  B.  Johnson,  Santa  Barbara  Meeting 

During  what  might  be  called  the  “second 
period”  of  Quakerism,  the  half-century  following 
the  Act  of  Toleration  of  1689,  religious  discussion 
was  violent  and  bitter  in  Britain.  At  the  same  time 
it  was  a welcome  advance  over  the  previous  period, 
which  saw  the  bitterness  and  hatred  played  out  in 
persecution  and  mob  violence,  with  physical  in- 
jury and  death  not  uncommon.  Records  show  that 
in  the  roughly  forty  years  before  the  Act  of 
Toleration,  while  no  single  Quaker  was  executed 
by  the  law,  on  the  death  list  were  450  Quakers  who 
died  in  prison  or  as  a result  of  insensate  public  fury. 

During  this  “second  period,”  Quakers  were  per- 
haps the  butt  of  greatest  hatred  of  all  the  sects  who 
lost  their  balance  and  objectivity  over  religious 
issues.  Looking  for  causes,  one  comes  very  shortly 
upon  the  Quaker  assertion  of  the  Inner  Light  in  all 
persons.  (Repeat:  in  ^z// persons.)  It  seemed  to 
some,  though  the  idea  was  placed  clearly  in  a 
Christian  context,  to  deny  the  authority  of  Scrip- 
ture, plainly  did  question  the  authority  of  the 
clergy,  admitted  (nay,  proclaimed!)  the  full  human- 
ity of  savages,  drunks  and  prisoners,  and  did  in  fact 
underscore  a troublesome  dichotomy  in  Quaker 
belief  that  is  still  with  us. 

Quakerism  has  been  no  stranger  over  the  years 
to  angry  criticism  and  disdain.  We  know  of  James 
Fennimore  Cooper’s  strictures  against  us  as  people 
too  cowardly  to  do  their  part  in  overcoming  the 
Indians.  In  1657  a diatribe  by  one  Baxter,  “One 
Sheet  Against  the  Quakers,”  ran  to  41 1 pages,  and 
in  1873  an  entire  volume,  “Bibliotheka  Anti- 
Quakeriana,”  was  assembled  by  Joseph  Smith. 

One  choice  item  dating  from  the  second  half 
of  the  seventeenth  century  is  the  critique  of  a mar- 
vellously intemperate  visitor  to  a Meeting  for  Wor- 
ship who  wrote:  “All  I heard  was  I,  I,  I!  / think 
this;  / think  that.  / read  this  in  the  Bible;  / read 
that  in  the  Bible.”  He  thought  it  a disgraceful  per- 
formance. Even  Lord  Macaulay,  great  historian 
though  he  was,  could  find  it  possible  to  express 
no  more  than  contempt  for  Quakers. 

However,  unpalatable  as  the  thought  may  be, 
we  do  even  now  hear  a good  deal  of  “I”  in  our 


Meetings  for  Worship.  And  there  lies  our  dichot- 
omy: the  Inner  Light  in  each  human  person,  hum- 
ble or  great,  savage  or  sophisticate,  is  from  God  and 
thus  worthy  of  the  greatest  respect.  Yet  the  Inner 
Light,  as  each  of  us  may  express  it,  is  not  the  word 
of  God  or  the  essence  of  the  teaching  of  Christ.  It 
is  rather  the  fallible  formulation  of  an  individual’s 
inner  urge,  as  nearly  perfect  or  as  imperfect  as  any 
one  of  us  may  be. 

Each  of  us  lives  on  several  levels,  at  each  of  which 
we  are  the  center.  Each  has  an  upper  level  of  hopes, 
likes,  dislikes,  fears,  the  pride  of  successes  and  the 
sorrow  of  failures.  Each  lives  also  on  a second,  wider 
level,  with  all  the  rest  of  us,  a level  of  problems, 
duties,  leadership,  subservience,  politics,  poverty  or 
riches,  wars  and  theThreat  of  wars,  where  successes 
or  failures  are  born  of  victories  or  of  defeats,  are 
suffered  and  leave  their  scars. 

But  there  is  even  a third  level  to  be  attained,  for 
which  we  should  be  seeking  as  we  enter  into  the 
silence  of  Meeting  for  Worship.  Here  the  “I”  should 
be  transmuted;  we  should  seek  to  make  it  a part  of 
the  whole  only,  not  the  whole  itself,  as  it  must  be 
on  the  first  and  most  personal  level.  We  learn  to 
wait  quietly  in  the  opening  silence,  not  rising  to 
minister,  however  urgent  the  desire,  until  the  Meet- 
ing has  truly  “settled.”  How  does  one  judge?  Is 
this  twenty  minutes?  Half  an  hour?  Can  it  be 
precisely  stated,  anyway?  When  responding  to  an 
urgent  inner  call  to  minister,  we  may  have  to  resist 
the  temptation  to  bring  the  imperatives  of  that 
second,  tempestuous  level  into  Meeting.  This  may 
be  difficult  if  we  describe  a political  or  economic 
or  social  problem,  adding  a postscript  with  a 
'“spiritual”  overtone.  Meeting,  to  speak  bluntly,  is 
no  place  for  a political  pep-talk.  Maybe  we  do 
briefly  refer  to  what  happened  to  us  last  week,  since 
this  may,  upon  occasion,  be  an  important  part  of 
a message  or  of  its  setting;  and  there  surely  are 
occasions  when  one  may  desperately  need  the  cour- 
age and  the  inner  calm  which  may  follow  from 
sharing  an  intolerable  burden  with  the  rest  of  us. 
Indeed,  what  else  is  the  Quaker  family  for?  This 
seems  an  uncertain  guide,  does  it  not? 

I have  never,  and  I suspect  that  most  ot  us  have 
never,  had  a spiritual  experience  in  the  sense  of  that 
sort  of  blinding  revelation  which  came  to  George 
(Continued  on  page  148) 
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Fox  and  to  others  of  the  early  Friends.  That  these 
experiences  do  happen,  I am  sure,  and  perhaps 
oftener  than  one  might  expect.  But  if  I had  such 
an  “opening,”  as  George  Fox  called  it,  I am  not 
sure  I would  know  what  to  do  with  it.  Yet  each 
of  us  feels  from  time  to  time  that  a message  useful 
to  the  rest  has  come.  In  this  case  it  is  not  only  our 
right,  but  indeed  our  duty,  though  we  may  tremble 
with  fear,  to  speak  it.  This,  perhaps,  and  this  alone, 
is  the  time  to  speak  in  Meeting.  And  at  such  a time 
only  one  person,  the  “I”  which  is  part  of  our  whole, 
knows  that  the  moment  has  come. 


More  Ministering  in  Meeting 

by  Joy  Belle  Conrad-Rice,  University  Meeting 

In  1964  I went  to  Quaker  Meeting  for  the  first 
time.  I was  a student  at  the  University  of  Washing- 
ton. I was  healthy,  had  friends,  and  came  from  a 
family  that  loved  me  very  much.  My  task  was  to 
study  and  become  a functioning  whole  adult. 

In  1967  something  happened  in  my  life  which 
made  that  aim  at  once  possible  and  possibly  im- 
possible, depending  on  how  I responded  to  circum- 
stances: I met  a man;  love  was  there,  but  it  did 
not  lead  to  marriage,  even  upon  the  birth  of  a son 
and  sixteen  years  of  connectedness  which  followed. 

Being  a social  misfit  has  deepened  and  broaden- 
ed my  sense  of  family.  The  cultural  sense  of  what 
a family  is  began  to  change,  in  my  recollection,  in 
the  seventies.  Before  that  period,  if  there  was  toler- 
ance for  unusual  families,  it  was  submerged,  both 
in  myself  and  in  others  of  the  Meeting.  After  it 
became  clear  that  economic  and  reproductive  lib- 
eration of  women  was  cementing  itself,  cultural, 
social,  and  legal  changes  occurred.  Perhaps  because 
of  the  timing  of  these  changes,  my  coming  of  age— 
spiritually— was  delayed. 

In  the  late  sixties  I looked  for  a kindred  spirit, 
a teacher  and  spiritual  mentor  within  the  Meeting. 
At  least  one  was  available  to  me;  but  alas,  the  per- 
son was  not  a “believer.”  And  this  particular  qual- 
ity is  what  I had  submerged  in  the  questioning  of 
my  early  adulthood. 


I stopped  going  to  Quaker  Meeting.  Upon  my 
return  over  a year  later,  I was  overwhelmed  with 
the  lovingness  of  welcome  and  quite  surprised  that 
people  remembered  me.  But  my  return  was  temper- 
ed with  some  sense  of  resignation,  for  I was  on  the 
look-out  for  someone  with  whom  I could  establish 
a ministerial  relationship,  and  I sensed  it  was  not 
going  to  happen.  I decided  to  stick  it  out,  trusting 
in  the  evolving  climate  for  discovery.  My  unusual 
family  situation  continued  to  shape  my  social 
network. 

There  were  legal,  financial,  political,  profession- 
al, emotional,  and  social  problems,  all  met  by  a 
self  which  had  been  blessed  with  strong  physical 
and  mental  health.  But  even  this  health  was  threat- 
ened at  times.  The  spiritual  dimension  needed 
strengthening. 

It  has  been  strengthened.  And  one  source  has 
been  people  of  University  Meeting  who  have  let 
me,  no,  encouraged  me  to  establish  ministerial 
relationships  with  them.  After  almost  twenty 
years  of  association  with  Friends,  and  after  focus- 
ing since  Spring  of  1981  in  a manner  which  must 
be  called  spiritual,  there  has  been  needed  change. 
Because  I wish  it  had  happened  sooner,  I wish  to 
open  possibilities  for  more  ministering  in  Meeting. 

I do  not  speak  to  limitations  of  time,  energy, 
money,  motivation,  or  method,  but,  rather,  to 
possible  action. 

Sometimes  circumstances  within  the  Meeting 
are  ripe  for  revelation  and  ministering  can  be 
attended  to.  In  the  spring  of  1981  during  a Home 
Meeting  for  Worship,  I was  able  to  reveal  distress. 
After  that  Meeting  people  gathered  around  me, 
talking  about  what  they  had  done  to  reach  their 
own  deepened  dimension  that  lets  them  know  more 
clearly  what  to  do,  what  not  to  do,  how  to  focus, 
what  to  focus  on.  People  were  able  and  willing  to 
spend  time  with  me— sometimes  in  my  home,  "Some- 
times on  the  phone.  There  were  books  to  read, 
woman-to-woman  insights  and  experience  sharing, 
psycho-therapeutic  dynamics,  and  finally,  praying 
for  and  praying  together.  It  was  ministering  in  the 
best  sense,  helping  me  uncover  avenues  of  focus 
and  priority  within  my  own  sense  of  the  Divine, 
which  sprang  open  to  this  touch. 
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My  plea  is  for  more  Friends  to  minister  within 
Monthly  Meeting.  What  does  the  Society  of  Friends 
do  to  encourage  the  development  of  interpersonal 
ministry? 

Some  who  ministered  to  me  were  professionally 
trained  in  the  mental  health  field;  some  were  not. 
What  is  the  best  training  for  this  kind  of  work? 

What  are  Friends  doing  as  a Society  to  encourage 
appropriate  training? 

University  Monthly  Meeting  has  someone  who 
promises  to  be  in  the  library  after  every  Meeting 
for  Worship  to  answer  questions  about  Quakerism. 
What  about  having  two  more  people— one  woman 
and  one  man— who  promise  to  be  there  for  minis- 
tering to  individuals  on  Sundays  or  at  mutually 
convenient  times? 

Can  people  in  distress  at  odd  hours  of  the  night 
or  day  call  a Friends’  Meeting  number  and  hear 
how  they  can  make  contact  with  a ministerial 
Friend? 

Do  we  make  a practice  of  visiting  people  close- 
ly connected  with  the  meeting  whether  or  not  they 
are  beset  with  visible  problems?  I think  Friends 
have  a stated  intention  to  do  this  through  Worship 
and  Ministry.  Is  visitation  functioning  well?  Are 
all  members  and  regular  attenders  aware  of  this 
intention  and  benefitting  from  it  or  participating 
in  it? 

I believe  Friends  as  individuals  and  as  a Society 
could  be  doing  more  to  act  toward  others  as  we  do 
toward  our  primary  family.  We  are,  in  our  wonder- 
ful tolerance,  unwilling  to  intervene  in  people’s 
lives,  even  though  we  may  sense  imbalance.  Per- 
haps we  think  the  outreach  would  not  be  welcome. 
That  may  be  a correct  assumption,  but  how  does 
one  know  for  sure  unless  one  puts  out  a hand  first? 
If  it  is  not  met,  it  can  easily  be  withdrawn  until 
another  time. 

Dear  Friends,  perhaps  there  is  a readiness  in 
each  individual,  and  perhaps  my  readiness  was  just 
being  reached  in  1981.  But  I believe  that  if  there 
had  been  more  emphasis  on  individual  ministering 
within  the  Meeting,  my  point  of  readiness  could 
have  been  reached  much  sooner,  perhaps  a decade 
sooner. 


Tree  Planting  in  Korea:  Left  to  right-Lloyd 
Bailey,  Teacher  Ham  Sok  Han  and  Yeo  Ho  Chul 


A Very  Special  Sunday  in  Korea 

by  Lloyd  and  Mary  Margaret  Bailey,  Friends  in 
the  Orient 

And  what  a day!  No  words  can  adequately  de- 
scribe it.  April  3,  1983,  was  to  be  just  another 
Sunday  except  that  we  had  heard  some  discussion 
in  Korean  about  tree  planting.  We  were  asked  if 
we  would  care  to  go.  If  so,  we  should  take  the 
No.  33  bus  to  its  terminal  where  we  would  meet 
the  rest  of  the  tree  planters  at  9:00  A.M.  Teacher 
Ham,  our  Octogenerian,  had  been  misinformed. 

He  was  there  at  8:00  A.M. 

Bus  No.  33  turned  out  to  be  the  first  of  three 
we  were  take  before  we  arrived  at  our  destination— 
an  attender’s  family  farm  situated  far  North  of 
Seoul.  We  were  near  the  demilitarized  zone  between 

(Continued  on  page  150) 
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North  and  South  Korea,  for  we  passed  massive  tank 
traps,  went  through  military  check  points  and  cros- 
sed the  river  that  flows  out  of  North  Korea.  The 
North  Koreans  have  been  accused  of  putting  poison 
in  the  river  so  as  to  destroy  life  in  South  Korea. 

The  weather  was  the  worst  we  have  experienced 
in  Korea.  Rain  had  been  predicted.  The  weather 
report  had  been  accurate  to  a point,  but  it  said 
nothing  about  a snow  storm  with  the  largest  snow 
flakes  we  have  ever  seen.  We  had  more  than  a mile 
to  walk  from  the  end  of  the  bus  line  to  the  place 
of  tree  planting.  It  was  snowing  hard.  There  were 
twenty  of  us.  Mary  Margaret  Bailey  stayed  behind, 
resting  in  a rural  Korean  home.  Carrying  trees, 

125  of  them,  and  shovels  on  our  shoulders,  we 
tramped  along  a muddy  lane,  crossed  rice  paddies 
on  the  high  ground  that  separates  them  and  went 
over  a sizeable  hill  to  an  area  where  the  brush  had 
been  cleared  in  preparation  for  our  coming.  Two 
hours  later  the  trees  were  all  in  the  ground.  (We 
know  that  they  were  adequately  watered!)  Each  year 
Koreans  plant  thousands  of  trees  on  Arbor  Day  to 
help  reforest  their  land  which  had  been  largely  de- 
nuded by  the  Korean  War. 

All  the  tree-planters  were  Korean  except  for  the 
Baileys  and  three  young  non-Korean  women  visting 
from  Japan.  Teacher  Ham  in  his  traditional  Korean 
dress  demonstrated  how  to  plant  the  trees  properly. 

A Korean  father  brought  his  six  year  old  daughter 
who  wore  a snow  jacket  with  a rabbit  figure  sewn 
on  the  front  and  rabbit  ears  sticking  out  the  hood. 

She  trudged  along  until  her  feet  were  wet  and  cold. 
The  relationship  between  the  two  was  lovely  to  be- 
hold. Another  Korean  father  and  mother  with 
their  three  year  old  Unwin  braved  the  weather  as 
well.  Little  Unwin  slept  much  of  the  time  strapped 
to  his  mother’s  back  in  the  traditional  Korean  style, 
warm,  comfortable  and  never  complaining.  He  was 
obviously  blessed  with  loving  parents-a  lucky  little 
guy. 

We  arrived  back  at  the  bus  stop  about  4:00  P.M., 
cold,  wet  and  very  uncomfortable.  We  had  had  no 
lunch.  Kwahk  Young  Do,  the  Clerk  of  Seoul  Month- 
ly Meeting,  pulled  a small  camp  stove  from  his  pack 
and  began  to  heat  some  soup.  Sandwiches  and 
fruit  appeared  and  then  we  had  the  most  welcome 


surprise  of  all— we  were  invited  into  a neighbor’s 
home  to  warm  ourselves.  Having  shed  our  shoes  in 
good  Korean  style,  we  gathered  in  the  eighty-three 
year  old  grandmother’s  room  around  a stove.  Our 
spirits  were  reviving  when  bowls  of  hot  delicious 
soup  appeared.  It  was  surely  manna  from  heaven 
even  though  we  were  not  five  thousand,  and  we 
were  very  appreciative  people. 

Mary  Margaret  Bailey  said  on  the  way  back, 
“What  a feeling  of  community  we  have  had!”  We 
walked  into  our  room  at  9:50  P.M.,  fourteen  hours 
after  having  left  it  to  attend  Seoul  Friends  Meeting. 
What  a truly  religious  experience  the  day  had  pro- 
vided for  us.  It  is  such  a privilege  to  learn  to  know 
people  in  their  own  surroundings,  for  then  it  is  pos- 
sible to  appreciate  better  the  human  qualities  with 
which  all  of  us  are  endowed. 

[Lloyd  and  Mary  Margaret  Bailey  write:  “We  are 
having  many  opportunities  to  know  the  members 
and  attenders  of  Seoul  Friends  Meeting.  One  or 
more  came  to  our  rooming  house  nearly  everyday 
for  English  conversation.  Wednesday  evening  we 
hold  open  house  for  ten  or  twelve,  and  Friday 
evenings  six  or  eight  come  for  English  study.  We 
have  been  welcomed  in  a number  of  Korean  homes 
and  have  come  to  feel  very  much  a part  of  Seoul 
Meeting.”] 

Resources 

The  treasurer  of  Berkeley  Meeting  has  written 
and  used  a computer  program  in  machine  language 
for  keeping  the  Meeting’s  books.  He  would  be  glad 
to  make  it  available  to  treasurers  or  other  Friends. 
The  program  records  checks  and  deposits,  and  cal- 
culates, displays  and  prints  the  sums  that  enter  into 
monthly  financial  reports.  The  books  are  printed 
out  and  do  not  have  to  be  kept  manually.  The  pro- 
gram is  written  for  a Radio  Shack  Model  I compu- 
ter and  will  probably  run  on  a Model  III.  Source 
code  is  available  for  reentering  on  any  machine 
based  on  a Z80  chip.  Call  848-8629,  or  send  a 
blank  diskette  to  Henry  Helson,  15  The  Crescent, 
Berkeley,  CA  94708. 


Courtesy  of  F.A.S.E. 
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Robert  Schutz,  Finance  Comm.  Chair,  F.A.S.E. 
and  Margaret  Bowman,  Design  Comm.  Chair, 
F.A.S.E.  at  Friends  House  Groundbreaking 


Friends  House  Groundbreaking 
by  F.A.S.E. 

In  modern  construction,  the  ground  is  broken 
not  by  a spade  but  by  a grader,  and  that  is  what 
marked  the  spot  for  the  April  16th  groundbreak- 
ing ceremony  for  Friends  House  in  Santa  Rosa, 
California.  The  huge  yellow  machine  signified  the 
substantial  reality  of  this  undertaking.  The  helium 
balloons  with  which  it  was  decorated  symbolized 
the  joy  with  which  200  people  gathered  for  this 
memorable  occasion.  The  azaleas  planted  at  the 
foot  of  the  new  construction  sign  represented  the 
importance  of  the  gardens  in  the  Friends  House 
plans. 

Friends  House  is  a model  supportive  living  center 
for  older  persons  to  be  completed  early  in  1984. 

It  will  include  fifty  apartments,  a day  health  center 
programmed  to  promote  well-being  and  indepen- 
dence for  residents  and  participating  neighbors, 
and  a small  nursing  facility. 


At  the  groundbreaking  ceremony,  future  resi- 
dents from  as  far  away  as  southern  California  and 
Oregon  mixed  with  many  other  subscribers,  F.A.S.E. 
members,  architects,  builders  and  financial  consul- 
tants, and  many  local  people  interested  in  the  project. 

The  ceremony  celebrated  the  completion  of  five 
years  of  effort  by  the  Friends  Association  of  Ser- 
vices for  the  Elderly  (F.A.S.E.)  to  raise  funds,  satisfy 
regulatory  requirements,  and  draw  up  final  plans 
for  construction  of  this  unique  Quaker  center. 

People  who  are  interested  in  joining  the  Friends 
House  community  or  in  supporting  the  project  with 
gifts  or  loans  may  write  to  F.A.S.E.  at  Box  5096, 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  95402. 


Announcements 

We  are  happy  to  announce  the  adoption  of  two 
daughters  from  Guatemala:  Ana  del  Carmen,  born 
August  21,  1976,  and  Martha  Beatriz  (Marta),  born 
September  10,  1979.  Both  parents  were  killed  in 
a massacre  of  their  Indian  village  near  San  Martin 
Jilotepeque.  The  girls  are  just  beginning  to  learn 
English,  and  are  interested  in  everything  on  the 
farm— especially  a new  black  lamb,  born  May  3. 

They  are  happy  and  lively  sisters,  and  Carmen  is 
in  school  already.  We  feel  very  fortunate  to  receive 
these  Gifts  from  God  into  our  lives. 

Dick  and  Rose  Lewis,  Salem  Meeting 

Friends  in  Salem  Meeting  need  simply-worded  books 
in  Spanish  for  use  at  the  city  jail.  Please  contact: 
Mildred  Cowger,  40710  Queener,  Scio,  Oregon 
97374. 

Paid  Positions  Still  Available  in  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting’s  Children’s  Program 

A Preschool  Teacher,  an  Errand-Evening  Movies 
Person,  and  a Supervisor  for  Afternoon  Activities 
are  still  needed  in  the  Children’s  Program.  Each 
job  takes  about  four  hours  per  day  for  six  to  seven 
days.  The  pay  is  between  $100-$200  for  the  week’s 
work. 

If  you  are  interested,  please  call  Mary  Miche, 

(415)  845-8417  or  write  her  at  2600  Hillegass,  No. 

3,  Berkeley,  CA  94704. 

(Continued  on  page  152) 
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Friends  in  Costa  Rica  Seek  to  Establish  A 
Friends  Center 

Through  Luis  Ijams,  Pacific  Ackworth  Meeting, 
an  appeal  has  come  from  his  friend  (and  Friend) 

Erna  Castro,  a Pendle  Hill  alumna  and  President 
of  the  Women’s  International  League  for  Peace  and 
Freedom  in  Costa  Rica.  Friends  in  San  Jose,  Costa 
Rica,  meet  as  a worship  group,  provide  support  and 
hospitality  for  travelling  Friends  and  are  called  on 
increasingly  by  Friends  travelling  under  peace  con- 
cerns to  Central  America.  Their  only  facility  for  all 
these  activities  is  a small  one-bedroom  apartment 
of  one  of  their  members.  Therefore,  they  are  raising 
funds  to  establish  a Friends  Center  which  would  be 
a Meeting  House,  would  provide  overnight  hospital- 
ity, information  exchange,  and  coordination  of 
assistance  to  travellers. 

Friends  in  Costa  Rica  have  raised  $75,000  for 
their  Friends  Center  thus  far  and  need  another 
$125,000.  Betty  Ridgeway,  Friend  from  Harrisburg, 
PA,  has  been  designated  to  receive  contributions  for 
the  Friends  Center  in  San  Jose.  Her  address  is  c/o 
H.W.  Ridgeway,  525  Kings  Hwy.,  Mickleton,  NJ 
08056.  Ideas,  resources,  and  services  are  welcomed 
as  well  as  checks. 

Weekend  Camp  for  the  Whole  Family 
With  Jim  Wallis 

Building  Peace  in  Our  Homes,  Building  Peace  in 
Our  World  is  the  theme  for  Modesto  Peace/Life 
Center’s  weekend  family  camp,  July  29-31,  1983. 

Jim  Wallis,  editor  of  Sojourners  Magazine,  will  be 
guest  speaker.  Peace  activities  are  planned  for  child- 
ren of  varying  ages.  Discussions,  recreation,  and 
music  will  round  out  the  weekend. 

The  camp  will  be  held  at  Camp  Peaceful  Pines 
near  Pinecrest,  California,  Wi-2  hours  travel  time 
from  the  Modesto  area,  3-4  hours  from  the  Bay 
Area. 

Costs:  $25  for  adults,  $15  for  ages  5-14,  and 
$10  for  ages  0-4.  Registration  includes  six  meals, 
snacks,  sleeping  space  in  rustic  cabins  or  platform 
tents,  insurance,  and  leadership  remuneration. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the 
Modesto  Peace/Life  Center,  P.O.  Box  134,  Modesto, 
CA  95353,  (209)  529-5750. 


Letters 

Dear  Editor, 

There  is  a law  in  Washington  state,  instigated, 
no  doubt,  by  the  funeral  and  cemetery  industry, 
which,  I am  told,  directs  that  the  disposal  of  human 
ashes  must  be  “in  a place  of  Religious  Significance.” 
I have  “disposed”  of  physical  residue  of  family  and 
friends  in  such  diverse  places  as  the  mid-Pacific 
Ocean,  the  waters  of  Puget  Sound,  the  slopes  of 
Mount  Rainier,  and  beneath  a flowering  cherry 
tree  in  my  private  garden.  Yet  I do  not  consider 
that  I have  violated  the  laws  of  my  state. 

To  me  the  entire  earth  is  a place  of  religious 
significance,  and  any  place  I choose  to  place  the 
ashes  of  a loved  one  becomes,  by  that  act,  a holy 
shrine. 

From  the  beginning  of  human  history  man  has 
returned  his  material  remains  to  the  earth  which 
bore  him,  at  whatever  place  death  chose  to  over- 
take him.  Untold  hosts  remain  at  sea,  thousands 
more  in  the  valleys,  mountains  and  plains  of  every 
continent  and  inhabited  island.  They  lie  in  tombs 
along  the  Nile,  in  the  caverns  of  European  moun- 
tains, and  on  the  dusty  deserts  of  all  the  world.  A 
few  daring  men  have  even  left  their  corporal  remains 
frozen  into  the  icefields  of  both  the  northern  and 
the  southern  polar  regions. 

And  long  ages  before  the  advent  of  man,  God’s 
creatures  of  infinite  numbers  and  variety  (but, 
until  death,  possessed  with  the  same  Divine  spark 
as  that  given  man)  have  blessed  their  maker  in  living 
and  in  dying  wherever  God  placed  them. 

What  more  could  make  of  the  whole  earth  a 
“place  of  religious  significance?” 

Floyd  Schmoe 
University  Meeting 
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WORKING  GROUPS:  A New  Feature  at  PYM 

by  Jeanette  Norton,  Assistant  Clerk 

The  response  from  Monthly  and  Quarterly  Meetings,  Representative  Committee,  and  PYM’s  other 
standing  committees  in  proposing  items  for  Yearly  Meeting  agenda  has  been  gratifying.  A substantial 
number  of  concerns  have  already  been  expressed  and  further  input  is  no  longer  requested.  Encouraged 
by  Representative  Committee  and  Ministry  and  Oversight  to  engage  the  entire  Yearly  Meeting  in  con- 
sideration of  fewer  items  in  greater  depth,  the  Agenda  Review  Committee  is  decreasing  the  number  of 
interest  groups  and  introducing  the  concept  of  Working  Groups  as  an  experiment  for  1983. 

What,  you  may  ask,  is  the  difference  between  a Working  Group  and  an  Interest  Group?  Working 
Groups  will  deal  with  concerns  which  need  thoughtful  and  prayerful  consideration  and  which  are  rele- 
vant to  most  members.  Such  seasoning  may  result  in  recommendations  to  standing  committees  or 
plenary  sessions.  Members  of  Working  Groups  will  meet  together  in  small  groups  for  four  hours  over 
two  days.  Each  person  is  asked  to  choose  one  working  group  related  to  faith  and  practice  concerns  and 
one  working  group  on  peace  and  social  order  concerns.  All  Working  Groups  involve  personal  searching 
as  to  one’s  individual  response,  and  some  may  seek  clearness  on  corporate  action  and  guidance  on  legis- 
lative or  political  action.  Although  minutes  or  recommendations  may  also  evolve  from  Interest  Groups, 
these  groups  will  generally  be  more  in  the  nature  of  films,  reports  or  expository  material.  The  subject 
matter  of  Interest  Groups  may  be  of  interest  to  a smaller  group  of  Friends  or  may  not  require  extended 
periods  of  time  on  the  daily  schedule. 

The  Working  Groups  and  the  Interest  Groups  are  listed  below. 

Working  Groups:  Series  I:  Peace  and  Social  Concerns 

A.  Updating  our  Peace  Testimony  in  a Nuclear  Age 

Post  nuclear  freeze  strategies 
A Peace  Tax  Fund  for  PYM 
Quakers  and  the  Soviet  Union 

B.  Updating  our  Testimony  on  Equality 

Racism  and  Sexism 

The  Crisis  of  Human  Needs  in  our  Communities 

C.  A Testimony  on  Social  Justice?  The  Case  of  Central  American  Refugees,  Sanctuary;  Migrants,  U.S. 

and  Mexico  Border  Problems;  AFSC  and  MFSC;  El  Centro  de  Paz 

D.  A Special  Role  for  Quakers  in  the  Middle  East 

Lebanon 

Israeli-Arab-Palestinian  Conflict 

Working  Groups;  Series  II:  Faith  and  Practice  Concerns 

A.  The  Quaker  Spiritual  Witness 

The  Worship  Experience;  Nurturing  Vocal  Ministry 
Our  Faith:  Its’  Power  and  Appeal  in  the  1980’s 
Religious  Education  for  Adults 
Fellowship  with  Other  Religious  Groups 

B.  The  Quaker  Community 

The  Meaning  of  Membership 
Care  of  Members  and  Attenders 

Retaining  a Connection  Between  our  Children  and  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 

C.  The  Quaker  Process 

Development  of  Concerns 
Decision  Making 

Elements  in  a Successful  Meeting  for  Business 


(Continued  on  page  154) 
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(Working  Groups-PYM:  Cont.  from  page  153) 

Interest  Groups  will  probably  hold  single  sessions  on  these  subjects; 

A.  Report  of  the  Sub-Committee  of  M.  & O.  on  Mental  Illness 

B.  The  U.S.  and  the  Law  of  the  Seas  Treaty 

C.  Report  of  Quaker  Visits  to  the  Soviet  Union  * 

D.  Peace  Pedalers  in  Retrospect 

E.  Report  of  the  PYM  Representatives  to  FWCC  Triennial  in  Kenya 

F.  Preparation  and  Use  of  the  State  of  Society  Reports 

To  enhance  the  quality  of  the  Working  Groups,  a new  registration  step  is  necessary.  Friends  are  asked 
to  indicate  their  choice  of  working  groups  early  in  order  to  provide  sufficient  time  to  arrange  for  resource 
people,  convenors,  and  meeting  rooms.  Unfortunately  it  was  not  possible  to  include  space  for  selection 
on  the  registration  forms  printed  in  the  Msiy  Friends  Bulletin.  Registration  forms  distributed  at  the  May 
Quarterly  Meetings  did  include  a list  of  Working  Groups  and  instructions  to  return  the  choice  of  two 
Working  Groups  with  other  registration  material.  Additional  copies  of  that  sheet  are  available  from  every 
Monthly  Meeting  Clerk. 

If  you  mailed  your  registration  without  selecting  two  Working  Groups,  please  use  the  list  printed  above 
and  mail  your  choices  to  Charles  and  Miriam  Swift,  Registrars,  15834  Sunnyvale  Lane,  Grass  Valley,  CA 
95945,  as  soon  as  possible.  About  July  1,  the  Registrars  will  be  sending  confirmations  of  registrations 
and  additional  information  about  PYM.  Friends  will  then  have  a final  opportunity  to  select  their  Working 
Groups.  Individuals  who  do  not  exercise  their  option  of  choice  will  be  assumed  to  have  no  preference 
and  will  be  assigned  to  two  Groups. 

Please  mail  your  choices  immediately. 

Book  Review 

Where  Do  I Stand?  Challenges  in  the  Social  Studies.  By  Betty  Cole,  Philip  Gary,  Carl  Martz  and  Paul 
Murray.  Pitman  Learning,  Inc.,  6 Davis  St.,  Belmont,  CA  94002,  1982,  1 1 1 pages,  $9.50.  Available 
at  American  Friends  Service  Committee  bookstores. 

by  Lee  Steelman,  Orange  County  Meeting 

Where  Do  I Stand?  is  a significant  addition,  not  only  to  high  school  social  studies  curricula,  for  which 
it  was  written,  but  as  a tool  for  stimulating  thought  among  people  of  most  ages.  I see  it  as  having  broad 
usefulness  to  Friends.  Betty  Cole,  one  of  the  authors,  is  well  known  in  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  circles, 
having  formerly  served  as  Peace  Education  Secretary  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  South- 
west Region. 

The  authors  declare,  “We  can  teach  that  choices  as  voters,  consumers,  workers,  and  family  members 
have  an  impact  on  the  quality  of  the  life  they  (students)  and  others  will  lead,”  and  set  out  to  do  so. 

The  work  is  divided  into  five  chapters:  I.  Defining  Personal  Values;  II.  Problems  in  Nation  and  World; 
III.  Images,  Values,  and  Realities;  IV.  Values  in  Conflict;  and  V.  The  Problem  of  World  Hunger  and 
Poverty.  Chapters  are  divided  into  lessons,  most  of  which  are  accompanied  by  worksheets  to  be  dupli- 
cated. It  is  well  organized  and  written  by  people  who  obviously  know  how  to  communicate  with  teen- 
agers. Tlie  style  is  clear  and  direct,  carefully  avoiding  moralistic  indulgences. 

Participants  progress  smoothly  from  probing  individual  relationships  to  immediate  environment,  such 
as  school  and  home,  to  a gradual  expansion  into  examining  the  national  budgets  in  terms  of  individual 
values;  historic  events  such  as  Auschwitz  and  My  Lai  are  scrutinized  from  similiar  perspectives.  The  pro- 
cess of  completing  accompanying  activity  sheets  offers  constant  opportunities  for  questioning  precon- 
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ceived  values,  stereotypes  and  attitudes. 

I stated  that  I believe  the  book  has  wide  appeal  and  wish  to  cite  two  examples.  In  Orange  County 
Friends  Meeting  we  have  used  the  early  lessons  with  junior  high  students,  and  experienced  their  enthusi- 
astic participation.  It  is  also  being  used  in  a college  introduction  to  psychology  class  by  a friend  who  saw 
the  book  as  I was  reading  it.  I also  envision  its  use  as  a focus  for  intergenerational  discussion  groups  in 
Friends  meetings  and  genuinely  hope  to  be  a member  of  such  a group. 

Implementation  of  this  book  into  many  high  school  classes  will  not  be  easy.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
assumes  a degree  of  acceptance  of  differing  views  and  a level  of  discussion  skills  not  always  found  in  high 
school  groups.  Familiarity  of  teachers  with  conflict  resolution  techniques  would  be  of  real  benefit,  I 
believe,  in  helping  students  obtain  maximum  benefit  from  the  study. 


Memorial  Minute 
Edna  Rylander 


Edna  Jane  Hiller  Rylander,  beloved  member  of 
San  Francisco  Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends,  was  born  on  January  26,  1929,  in  San 
Francisco,  and  died  at  her  home  on  April  28,  1983, 
following  a long  illness. 

She  graduated  from  Lowell  High  School,  and  met 
her  husband,  Eugene  Rylander,  on  the  tennis  courts 
in  Golden  Gate  Park.  With  their  two  sons,  Thomas 
and  William,  their  family  entered  fully  into  the  life 
of  our  Friends  Meeting.  Gene  Rylander’s  special 
care  was  for  Meeting  workdays  and  for  our  garden. 
He  died  at  home  on  May  7,  1972. 

Edna’s  interest  in  the  Society  of  Friends  began 
when  she  attended  a peace  group  at  the  University 
of  California  in  Berkeley,  where  she  received  her 
library  training  and  graduate  degree  in  Library 
Science.  She  joined  San  Francisco  Meeting  by  con- 
vincement  and  application  in  1952,  and  participated 
with  a rare  degree  of  quiet  faithfulness.  For  many 
years  she  was  our  Meeting’s  librarian,  assisting  us  in 
finding  and  selecting  Quaker  and  other  religious 
materials,  ordering  new  books,  cataloguing,  shelv- 
ing, always  giving  whole-hearted,  loving  and  profes- 
sional service  on  our  behalf.  Weekdays  and  Sunday 
mornings  found  her  at  these  tasks.  Edna’s  sharing 
in  worship  study  groups  was  particularly  valued. 
Though  shy  and  diffident,  she  possessed  fine  intel- 
lectual gifts,  and  was  a helpful  and  articulate  leader. 

Visitors  who  came  to  see  her  during  her  last  ill- 
ness were  warmed  by  the  sweetness  of  her  smile. 


and  strengthened  by  her  faith  in  God’s  love.  She 
welcomed  her  friends  with  appreciation  for  every- 
thing—gifts  of  plants  and  flowers  were  her  special 
delight,  singing  shared,  reading,  news  from  “out- 
side,” the  quiet  holding  of  another  hand,  worship 
in  the  Presence  of  God’s  tremendous  Mystery.  The 
bedroom  window  view  of  her  garden  and  birdfeeder 
brought  her  joy.  Her  lively  curiosity  remained  un- 
diminished, and  the  freedom  of  her  spirit  enabled 
her,  for  the  most  part,  to  respond  to  the  invasion  of 
cancer  with  courageous  patience  and  grace.  She 
even  told  a friend,  “Right  now,  death  is  a subject 
I’m  very  much  interested  in.” 

As  we  reflect  on  the  ways  she  lived  her  life  and 
the  time  of  her  dying,  we  learn  and  are  blessed. 

Our  hearts  join  in  a prayer  from  Robert  Louis 
Stevenson:  “Give  us  courage  and  gaiety,  and  the 
quiet  mind.  . . strength  to  encounter  that  which 
is  to  come.  . . and  in  all  changes  of  fortune,  and 
down  to  the  gates  of  death,  loyal  and  loving  one 
to  another.” 

We  are  thankful  for  our  friend,  Edna  Rylander, 
for  her  life’s  faithful  answer  to  Micah’s  prophetic 
question:  “What  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee 
but  to  do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk 
humbly  with  thy  God?” 
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JWS  Summer  Workcamps 

John  Woolman  School  is  accepting  registrations 
for  two  one-week  workcamps  to  be  held  July  17-24 
and  July  24-31  at  the  School  near  Nevada  City, 
California. 

Work  will  probably  focus  on  remodeling  the  A- 
Frame  Cabins  and  the  bathhouse  that  serves  that 
area  of  the  campus. 

In  addition  to  acquiring  new  skills  and  friends, 
campers  live  near  the  School’s  beautiful,  secluded, 
campus  lake,  enjoy  camping,  swimming,  canoeing, 
music,  singing,  dancing,  discussions  and  visiting 
historical  sites. 

Volunteer  cooks  coordinate  meals  and  prepara- 
tion. 

The  camps  pay  their  way;  $20  to  $40  per  camp 
week,  depending  on  the  age  of  participants.  Some 
financial  assistance  is  available. 

All  arrangements  are  being  made  by  Mary  and 
Russ  Jorgensen,  7899  St.  Helena  Road,  Santa  Rosa, 
California  95404.  Telephone  707-538-1502.  They 
will  also  be  leaders  of  Camp  I;  Ellie  and  Herb  Foster 
are  leaders  of  Camp  IF 

Among  many  Friends,  “workcamping”  recalls 
a unique  experience  in  their  lives  which  they  con- 
sider one  of  the  most  important  opportunities  for 
learning,  for  making  friends  and  exploring  values. 

In  the  words  of  a young  mother:  “the  best,  most 
meaningful  and  inexpensive  vacation  we  have  ever 
had.” 

It  is  not  too  late  to  “check  it  out”  in  1983! 

Help  the  only  residential  Quaker  secondary  school 
on  the  west  coast— and  enrich  your  own  life. 

Young  Friends  of  North  America 

The  1983  summer  gathering  of  Young  Friends 
of  North  America  will  be  held  Seventh  month  10- 
16  at  Camp  Adams,  Molalla,  Oregon  (30  miles  south- 
east of  Portland).  The  Conference  theme  is  Trans- 
formation Through  Prayer. 

Young  Friends  of  North  America  is  an  open, 
religious  fellowship  of  Friends  from  a variety  of 
Quaker  backgrounds.  Although  most  are  between 
the  ages  of  18  and  35,  there  are  no  age  limits.  Dur- 
ing the  week  there  will  be  programmed  and  unpro- 
grammed meetings  for  worship,  small  worship-sharing 
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groups,  meetings  for  worship  with  a concern  for 
business,  workshops  and  talks  on  various  topics, 
and  free  time  for  discussions,  socializing  and  play. 
Gatherings  are  held  to  share  common  concerns, 
nurture  spiritual  growth,  and  to  provide  opportunity 
to  join  with  other  Young  Friends  in  expressing  our ' 
convictions  to  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  and 
to  society  as  a whole. 

For  more  information  and  application  forms 
write  Lucy  Talley,  registrar,  1032  N.  Austin,  Oak 
Park,  IL  60302  and  watch  for  conference  brochures 
at  your  monthly  meeting. 

Contact:  Jonathan  Vogel,  115  Sadi  St.,  Santa 
Cruz,  CA  95060,  (408)  425-5249. 

i 

A Permanent  Address  for  North  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting 

Corvallis  Meeting  has  offered  to  be  the  NPYM 
permanent  address.  This  suggestion  was  approved 
by  Steering  Committee,  effective  immediately. 

The  address  is: 

NPYM 

3311  NWPolk  St. 

Corvallis,  Oregon  97330 


